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predaceous, feeding on small insects that chance to fall into
the water.

The eggs are usually encased in a gummy secretion and
attached to the stems of submerged plants.

The genus Halobates is entirely marine ; specimens have been
found on the surface of the sea 500 miles from the land. In
rough weather these insects are said to go below the surface.
Their food is either recently dead organisms or the smaller
forms of jelly-fish. Eggs have been found laid on a floating
feather, and in one instance a female has been found with eggs
attached to her body.

There are fourteen British Hydrometrids.

HENICOCEPHALIDJE.

Head long, divided into two distinct lobes. Rostrum short,
curved. Hemelytra membranous throughout, conspicuously
veined.

A small but widely distributed family of one genus, con-
taining about a dozen species. They are small, elongate
insects allied to the Reduviids, but may easily be distinguished
by the curious formation of the head, which is swollen, globe-
like, behind the eyes. Ocelli are situated on this globular
part : the antennae are placed on the front portion. The
rostrum is short and curved. The somewhat large hemelytra
are membranous throughout and distinctly veined.

Judging by the shape of the rostrum, these insects are
probably predaceous. They have been found in damp,
decaying vegetation. Westwood says they are inclined to be
gregarious, and have been seen dancing in the air, like midges.

There are no British representatives, the nearest species
occurring in Southern Europe.

PHYMATIDJE.

Fore-legs short and stout, femur broadened, tibia curved
and pointed, pressed tightly against femur.    Tarsi absent

in some cases.

This family,  which is fairly widely  distributed in both
temperate and tropical regions,  contains  from   90 to   100